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DSHS AND AMERICAN LEGION FORM PARTNERSHIP

With the help of the American Legion, the Delaware Department of
Safety and Homeland Security (DSHS) is taking its personal emer-
gency preparedness message to communities throughout the State.
In a recently formed partnership, the A merican Legion and its many
members agreed to teach citizens how to prepare for a disaster.

“The truth is most people know they need to be prepared but the
challenge is moving them to action. The partnership with the Le-
gion provides more voices to spread this important message and
more hands to teach. Being prepared will enable our citizens to take
care of their families while they wait for help to arrive,” said DSHS
Secretary David B. Mitchell.

This new partnership was created through Delaware’s Citizen
Corps, a community-based initiative that engages all citizens in the
safety and security of their communities and families under the di-
rection of DSHS Delaware Emergency Management Agency
(DEMA).

The Delaware Citizen Corps has worked with the Legion to provide

. o Sec. Mitchell (left) presented Past Department Commander Don White with a
Community Emergency Response Training (CERT). tribute from Govemor Ruth Ann Minner for his role in establishing the partner-
ship between DSHS and the Legion.

“As our partners in preparedness, we look forward to Legion mem-
bers working in our communities spreading the disaster preparedness message and teaching citizens the three important steps in emer-
gency preparedness. Every family must have an emergency kit stocked with food, water, medicine and other essential items for sur-
vival; an emergency plan; and know potential threats to their community,” said Delaware Citizen Corps Coordinator Bob George

American Legion members answered the call to serve their nation during a time of great need and have once again stepped up to accept
the challenge to help their fellow citizens and their country. ¢

DEMADELIVERS STATE ANIMAL

EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRAILER

In May, Kent County SPCA stafftook delivery of the
Delaware State Animal Response Team (DE-SART)
Companion Animal Response Trailer, which is pre-
stocked with emergency equipment and supplies to
operate a co-located companion animal shelter for up to 60 ani-
mals. The trailer is physically located at the Kent County SPCA
and is available to be deployed statewide to establish a co-located
pet shelter.

CAR RACE BENEFITS CAMP BARNES

The 36th Annual Camp Barnes Benefit
Stock Car Race held at the Delaware
International Speedway in Delmar
raised $51,000. Camp Barnes, origi-
nally opened in 1948 to combat juve-
nile delinquency, is the site of several
free summer camps attended by hundreds of Delaware youth
each year. This year’s event featured competitors from New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and
Delaware. Drivers competed for over $35,000 worth of prize
money.
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Each year, Delaware Emergency Manage-
ment Agency staff and the Delaware Citi-
zen Corps work in our communities
teaching residents how to assemble an
emergency kit; make an emergency plan;
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the Gulf Coast causing flooding, power outages and mass
evacuations. Some states were also recently impacted by torna-
dos, wildfires and earthquakes. This extreme weather serves as
an important reminder of the need for everyone to stay prepared
for emergencies.

and stay informed of the risks.

message.

This year, American Legion members
will join our personal emergency preparedness outreach
efforts providing more hands-on instruction to citizens
working to prepare their families and communities for any
emergency. Legion members are excited to begin teaching
Community Emergency Response Training in communities
across the State and spreading our personal preparedness

Our citizens must prepare for all hazards. The emergency in
your community may not be terrorism or a chemical spill. It pets.
could be a severe storm like Hurricane Gustav that battered

Delawareans have been quite fortunate in recent months in that
our State has only been impacted by winds and minor flooding
in isolated areas. But, when it comes to weather, there are no
guarantees. We must not become complacent. Emergencies can
strike without warning, so it is crucial that we all know the risks
and have a plan.

I encourage you make time now for emergency preparedness.
DEMA staff and Delaware Citizen Corps members are avail-
able to provide vital information on how to assemble an emer-
gency kit and make an emergency plan for your family and

Secretary David B. Mitchell

DSP CoL. MACLEISH NAMED TORCH RUNNER OF THE YEAR

Pictured (1to r): Sec. Mitchell presents Col. MacLeish with atrib-
ute from Govemor Ruth Ann Minner in recognition of his of years
of service and commitment to the Special Olympics Delaware.

DSP Col. Thomas F. MacLeish, was named Torch Runner of the Year for Spe-
cial Olympics Delaware. Each year, Delaware Law Enforcement for Special
Olympics (LESO) selects an officer for this top honor. As a consummate volun-
teer and a diplomat for Special Olympics, one of the honors and privileges of
being named ‘Torch Runner-of-the-Year’ is the recipient delivers the Flame of
Hope to the Special Olympics Delaware Athlete of the Year during the Opening
Ceremonies of Summer Games.

Col. Mac Leish’s volunteer efforts with Special Oly mpics Delaware started over
twenty years ago. Through the years, he has presented medals at games, directed
and organized the safety components of the annual Lewes Polar Bear Plunge and
participated in several fundraising events. In addition, he takes part in the Torch
Run each year to raise money and awareness for the organization. He was offi-
cially honored at a Chiefs of Police meeting. Special Olympics Delaware Law
Enforcement Torch Run is a year-long effort to raise money and awareness for
the organization. Throughout the year, over 550 law enforcement officers par-
ticipate in various Torch Run activities.

Pictured (1to r): Sec. Mitchell, Barbara Allsopp, Middletown
High School; Deborah Finney, Wamer Elementary; and Jennifer
Whitesell, Fifer Middle; and DSHS Deputy Secretary Liz Olsen.

DSHS PARTICIPATES IN TEACHER
EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM

\ The Department participated in the 2008 Summer Externship Program sponsored
by the Business Industry Education Alliance. DSHS hosted three teachers provid-
ing information on the role of the Department and each of its divisions. The teach-
ers toured DEMA, the DSP Academy and the DSP Aviation Unit. They also par-
ticipated in a ride-along with a DSP trooper.

The Externship Program provides a way for business people to communicate their
needs regarding the future workforce. The externships also provide teachers with
ideas and information which can help them strengthen and update curriculum ma-
terials.
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DSP HIGHLIGHTS
Foob BANK COLLECTION

By DSP Col. Thomas F. MacLeish 1
Several weeks ago, the State Police handled an
investigation in which over 50,000 pounds of
food was stolen from the Delaware Food Bank.
Fortunately, the trailers were recovered; however, the food prod-
uct contained within had spoiled and was not fit to be distributed
to Delaware's needy. This story received national attention and
left many people outraged. The men and women, both uniformed
and civilian, who make up the Division of State Police wanted to
get involved. They wanted to help, but we knew that we could
not go it alone. A call for service went out to all Delawareans.
We opened our doors statewide so that citizens could make food
donations at their local State Police facility. The response was
overwhelming. Donations were piled so high that Food Bank
representatives had to stop in to our locations daily to empty the
donation bins. The results are in, and together we gathered 7,504
pounds of food that went directly to the dining tables of the
needy. We can move mountains and make a positive difference
in the lives of the hungry and downtrodden living among us.

HIGHWAY SAFETY

OHS ANNOUNCES 2008

CLICK ITOR TICKET RESULTS
During the Click it or Ticket campaign, the 29 participating
police agencies conducted 480 saturation patrols and 9 check-
points resulting in 2,347 seat belt arrests. Police also made 63
child restraint, 11 drug and 8 DUI arrests. In addition, police
apprehended 42 wanted persons and issued 1,389 citations for
various other traffic violations.

OHS PLANS HIGHWAY SAFETY CONFERENCE

This fall, OHS will present its first-ever statewide Highway

Safety Conference. Numerous traffic safety partners have been

invited to the forum that will take a close look at the current

state of traffic safety in Delaware. The conference will provide

up to date information on local, state, regional and national

highway safety data. Experts will discuss impaired driving, oc-

cupant protection, child passenger safety, speed management,

technology and traffic records and media relations.

Date: October 1-3, 2008

Location: Atlantic Sands Hotel & Conference Center
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware

For more information or to register, call (302) 744-2742.

STATEWIDE SEATBELT USAGE RATE INCREASES
The current statewide seatbelt usage rate is 91% up from 87%
last year. OHS conducted its annual seatbelt survey in June at
82 sites throughout the State. OHS Director Tricia Roberts
praised the Delaware law enforcement community, its many
safety partners and the citizens of Delaware for all efforts to
increase seatbelt use.

DEMA NEwsS
DEMA CoNDUCTS GRADED
RADIOLOGICAL EXERCISE

The Delaware Emergency Management manaces
Agency (DEMA) in coordination with support-~
ing agencies participated in a bi-annual Radiological Emergency
Preparedness FEMA-graded exercise. Exercise participants were
at numerous locations including the State Emergency Operations
Center (EOC), New Jersey Emergency News Center, New Jersey
Emergency Operations Facility and emergency management of-
fices in Kent and New Castle Counties. Delaware National Guard
Field Monitoring Teams took simulated readings to demonstrate
they could test for radiation in the Emergency Planning Zone.
Participants in the Technical Assistance Center included represen-
tatives from DEMA, Division of Public Health, Department of
Natural Resources and Environmental Control and PSEG. Many
agency representatives participated in the Emergency Support
Function area.

DEMA HOSTS 4TH ANNUAL
WEATHER SUMMIT

In August, the Delaware Emergency Man-
agement Agency hosted its 4" annual
Weather Summit. Guest speakers for the
summit included Gov. Ruth Ann Minner,
National Weather Service representatives and members of the Uni-
versity of Delaware Climatologist Office. Summit participants heard
about recent weather impacts, extended weather forecasting and an
overview of the remaining hurricane season. There was a presenta-
tion of the Delaware Environmental Observation System and its use
in monitoring on-scene, real-time weather conditions and for con-
tacting those involved in weather related issues. There was also a
presentation on the Chesapeake Bay Inundation Predictions System
and its importance in flood waming and prediction. Senior govern-
ment officials, state and local elected officials and representatives of
emergency management, law enforcement and first responder agen-
cies from throughout the State attended.

DATE NEwsS

DATE RECOGNIZES YOUTH WHO ASSIST

WITH TOBACCO ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM

The Division of Alcohol and Tobacco Enforcement (DATE) held a
recognition ceremony for its cooperating underage witnesses
(CUWs) who assist with tobacco compliance checks. The CUWs,
under the direction of a DATE agent, attempt to purchase tobacco
products to determine what retailers are complying with State law.
State law prohibits the sale of tobacco products to minors. The
annual awards and recognition ceremony is an opportunity for the
Division to show its appreciation to the CUWs and their parents for
their hard work and dedication to make the programa success.
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DSHS EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

DSHS RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES FOR

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
The Department hosted its annual Employee Recognition Ceremony at the
Delaware State Police Academy. The event which honored outstanding
emp loyee achievement and State service milestones featured a picnic
lunch. Governor Ruth Ann Minner attended and joined Sec. Mitchell in
presenting employee awards.

2008 Choice Award

Michael Bowers, a DEMA emp loyee, received the Department’s Choice
Award for outstanding achievement. Mr. Bowers has saved the State thou-
sands of dollars by using his expertise to repair an alarm system and install
security cameras at the Emergency Operations Center. M. Bowers was
selected from Quarterly Choice Award winners that included 1st Quarter:
Stefan Smi and Eddie Walton (DEMA); 2nd Quarter: Maria Fry
(Communications); and 4th Quarter: Tracy Dickson (Communications).
Mr. Bowers was the Choice Award winner for the 3rd Quarter.

| Pictured: (1 to r) Gov. Minner, Mr. Bowers and Sec. Mitchell.

2008 Safer Delaware Award

The Department’s Safer Delaware Award which recognizes exemplary |
achievement was presented to Tracy Dickson of the Division of Communi-
cations. Mr. Dickson has demonstrated extraordinary effort when maintain-
ing the Delaware Transit Corporations Mobile Data System. Tracy ensures | ;
scheduled repairs are completed in a timely and efficient manner to make
certain the buses remain operational. He also makes every effort to con-
duct in-house repairs on the mobile data terminals to avoid using a more
expensive bus depot repair service. His actions have resulted in substantial
cost savings for the Transit because in-house repairs are about 50%
cheaper than those provided through the depot service. Tracy has also de-
veloped written trouble reporting procedures for defective bus equipment
to improve the repair process.

Pictured: (I to r) Director Bob Pedersen, Division of Co mmunications, Mr.
Dickson and Sec. Mitchell.

“We are very fortunate and quite pleased that Michael and Tracy chose to share their talents with our Department. Both provide a
much needed service to their agencies and have saved the State thousands of dollars,” Secretary Mitchell said. “These employees
are the backbone of our Department.”

Choice Award (1st Quarter) Ronald Daugherty— Communications

Ronald “Kevin” Daugherty, an employee of the Division of Communications, received
the DSHS Quarterly Choice Award for outstanding achievement. It is one of Mr.
Daugherty’s responsibilities to do a quarterly inventory of tools for his shop. He could
have counted the inventory, made his adjustments and gone on his way. However, he
took the time to painstakingly identify each tool in the system, due to changes in manu-
facturers and part numbers, to make it manageable for not only his shop, but so that the
inventory could be used as the standard for all three shops in the Division. In his effort to
account for all the tools in his shop, he was able to retrieve tools that were previously
labeled “missing” thereby reducing the need for replacement tools by more than 50%.

ESERERN SESM |~

He also volunteered to assist the Office of the Secretary with the replacement of a re-
cording system for the large and small conference rooms. He researched the product
suitable for the recording needs of the Department, offered to test the equipment and give
personal instruction to the users . He made sure the system was in working order just in
time for a critical meeting.



